
A Level
Philosophy of Religion

and
Religious Ethics



IB Philosophy

ÅWhat is a human being?

ÅOptional Theme or Themes

ÅPhilosophy of Religion

ÅEthics



Meet 
Socrates,
famous
for 
getting
people
to think

for 
themselves
- by 
asking
all the
right
questions. 



ÅThe unexamined life is 
not worth living.

Socrates

Apology (Plato)



Religious Studies/Philosophy ï
Why?

A great foundation if you want to read

English, Law, History, Philosophy, Sociology, 
Psychology, Theology, Politics (and many 
more)

at university



David Hume, famous agnostic, thought it 
worthwhile to ask questions about religious 
experience, the miraculous and the 
phenomenon of belief. We can follow his lead!

Is it for me?



You will explore a variety of concepts of God
And arguments for and against his existence.

This was Michelangeloôs God concept: 
but what have philosophers made of it?



Applied Ethics

Using aborted foetal 
material for 
experiments?



RS A Level / IB Philosophyï
Why?

They deal with the BIG 
questions; they look at 

REAL life



J. S. Mill, political economist, civil servant, MP, 
defender of individual freedoms, womenôs rights, anti-

slavery campaigner and philosopher!

Not just a thinker
but a doer



RS A Level/IB Philosophy ï
Who?

Believer, non-believer, 
donôt-knows: all have 
something to offer.

The exams are not tests 
of your personal beliefs



RS A Level/IB Philosophy ï
Why?

If you love reading, ethics 
and philosophy are great 
topics to study



You will see that some questions have been 
puzzling people for thousands of years ïin 
fact, from the time of the Ancient Greeksé.



ÅThe notion that human life 
is sacred just because it is 
human life is medieval.

Peter Singer

Independent on Sunday, 12/11/1999

éright up to the present dayé.



ÅMen have never been good, 
they are not good, they 
never will be good.

Karl Barth

Time 12/04/54

Whatever you think about lifeé.



the universeé. 


