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welcome to the sixth form

ORGANISATION
The two years you spend in the Sixth Form are often the most enjoyable of your school career. These are the transitional 
years between school and higher education, and you will enjoy many opportunities to take a leading role in the life of 
the school, not only within the Sixth Form but also across other areas of the School.

The Sixth Form at St. Helen’s offers what we believe to be the right balance between structure and freedom. This balance 
allows you both to fulfil your academic potential and to develop a sense of personal responsibility and independence.

The Sixth Form will be a challenging and fulfilling period of your time at school. We hope you will take full advantage 
of the rich opportunities available and make the most of the next two vital years.

INDUCTION AND ENROLMENT 
As a new student at St. Helen’s, you will be invited to attend an Induction Day towards the end of Year 11, after the 
GCSE examinations.  Then you will meet members of our own Year 11.  There will be a second induction day at the start 
of the Autumn Term for new students only.  

As part of your induction, you will confirm your programme of study (International Baccalaureate/A Level). Mr. Dymock, 
Head of Sixth Form; Miss McKinley, Head of Careers; and Mrs. Parker, Deputy Head will be available to discuss the 
suitability of your chosen programme of study, including enhancement options.

A current Sixth Former will also email you before the start of term so that you have the opportunity to pose any 
questions you may have.

ENTRY REQUIREMENTS
Girls wishing to follow a two year course leading to Advanced Level or the International Baccalaureate require a miniumum 
of seven GCSE subjects at  A*, A or B  grades taken in one sitting. These should add up to 42 points (A* = 8, A = 7) and 
include English and Mathematics.  We expect that girls will have A or B grades in most of the subjects to be studied at 
A Level and at IB higher level or in appropriate alternative subjects.  Guidelines for individual subjects are printed on 
page 3.  Entry into the Sixth Form is also subject to a satisfactory school record.

ENTRY AND SCHOLARSHIP PROCEDURES
Each year we welcome a number of new students into the Sixth Form at St. Helen’s.

26th October	 :	 Registration deadline for Scholarship and Entrance Examinations
3rd November	 :	 Entrance and Scholarship Examinations

Girls will be called for interview in either the first or second week of December.

The friendly and welcoming atmosphere of St. Helen’s Sixth Form means that girls settle into their new environment 
with remarkable speed and ease.
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GCSE Subject Requirements 

Entry To Sixth Form 

 

 Requirements for entry to the Sixth Form: 

 A minimum of 7 GCSEs at A* - B grades, to be taken in one sitting. 

 These should add up to 42 points: 

    A* =  8,     A   =  7,     B   =  6,     C   =  5 

 and should include: 

 English Language (or appropriate examination for students from overseas) 

 Mathematics 

In addition to this there are further guidelines for the subjects you wish to study in the Sixth Form. 

 

A LEVEL SUBJECT GCSE GUIDELINES 

Art Grade A in Art or evidence of commitment and considerable involvement in the 

subject 

Art History Grade B in English Language and evidence of commitment to the subject 

Biology Grade A in Biology or Grade AA in Dual Science 

Business Studies Grade B in Mathematics 

Chemistry Grade A in Chemistry or AA in Dual Science 

Classical Civilisation Grade B in English Literature 

Design and Technology Evidence of commitment and considerable involvement in the subject 

Economics  Grade B in Mathematics 

English Grade B in English or English Literature 

French Grade A in French 

Geography Grade B in Geography 

German Grade A in German 

Government and Politics Grade B in History or Geography 

History Grade B in History 

ICT Grade B in English Language and either 

Grade A (short or full course) ICT GCSE or equivalent 

Latin Grade A in Latin 

Mathematics Grade A in Mathematics 

Music Grade A in Music and at least Grade 6 Associated Board Examination (or 

equivalent standard) at the start of Year 12 

Philosophy Grade B in Religious Studies, English Literature or History 

Physical Education Grade B in PE or in Sciences if students did not take PE at GCSE 

Physics Grade B in Physics or Grade AA in Dual Science and Grade B in Maths 

Psychology Grade B in a Humanity 

Religious Studies Grade B in Religious Studies, English Literature or History 

Spanish Grade A in Spanish 

Theatre Studies Grade B in Drama or evidence of considerable involvement in the subject. There 

will be an audition for any girls who wish to study Drama at A level but have 

not studied Drama at GCSE. 
 

These guidelines are appropriate for A2 and IB Higher subjects.  For AS and IB Standard level courses the 

requirements may be more flexible. 
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TUTOR GROUPS
Your Sixth Form tutor will play a key role in ensuring that you are coping effectively with your studies. Tutors liaise 
with subject teachers, monitor progress and ensure your welfare. Tutor groups are small so there is plenty of time 
for individual discussion between you and your tutor. Tutors help you to set targets and plan your studies and extra-
curricular activities. Your tutor is there to guide, advise, support and play a key role in preparation for higher education 
applications. We hope you will value this tutorial relationship which we believe to be at the heart of the pastoral system 
at St. Helen’s.

PRIVATE STUDY
In the Sixth Form you will have a number of private study periods, some of which are supervised. These are designed 
for individual work and you will be expected to use this time wisely. The Library is always available as a quiet study 
area and is supervised by staff throughout the day. In addition, the Sixth Form has its own dedicated study area fitted 
with computers where you can work in silence. 

We actively encourage girls to exchange ideas and work together so that you can appreciate different points of view 
and contribute to a positive atmosphere of learning. 

As a guide, we recommend that for AS level, girls spend five hours per subject each week working independently. For 
most girls this will amount to approximately 20 hours each week. For IB the recommendation is three hours for Higher 
Level subjects, two hours for Standard Level and an additional hour for TOK preparation. It is very important that in 
addition to work set, you read and study around the syllabus and prepare thoroughly for your lesson.

COMMON ROOM
The Sixth Form at St. Helen’s has its’ own Common room, which is available for relaxation, refreshments and discussion 
throughout the school day. The Sixth Form Committee takes responsibility for the day-to-day organisation, tidying 
up and running of this area and, sensibly used, it is a valuable Sixth Form amenity. The common room is also used for 
training sessions after school, occasional assemblies and charity and society meetings.

EXTRA-CURRICULAR ACTIVITIES
In the Sixth Form at St. Helen’s, there are numerous opportunities to get involved with activities outside your timetabled 
lessons. These include a variety of clubs and societies and Sixth Formers are encouraged to set up new clubs and societies 
that they feel would be of interest to other girls in the school. 

There are also many opportunities to set up events and activities to raise money and awareness of charitable causes.  
Fund-raising events take place regularly during the school year. In Year 12, you will have the chance to apply to become 
a member of PHAB (Physically Handicapped and Able Bodied). The PHAB team is made up of Sixth Form girls from St. 
Helen’s and boys from the Sixth Form at Merchant Taylors’ School, who take responsibility for organising a week-long 
camp for physically handicapped teenagers during the Easter Holidays, including raising money to fund the week and 
caring for the campers during the week itself.

If you are interested in sport, there is a wide range of sporting clubs including lacrosse, netball, badminton and swimming. 
You can also use the fitness suite during independent study periods.

The performing arts are popular at St. Helen’s, with a number of plays and concerts taking place during the year. 

These are just a few examples of the varied extra-curricular activities that you can enjoy at St. Helen’s!
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PREFECTS
All girls in Year 12 have the opportunity to seek appointment as prefects, or to other positions of responsibility including 
Chair of School Council, assisting staff in the day-to-day running of the school. Sixth Formers carry out break and lunch 
time duties and help to undertake a variety of other tasks. The example and friendship of Sixth Form students is of 
immense value to younger pupils. 

Prefects are chosen at the end of the Spring Term of Year 12 and the Head Girl and her Deputies are appointed after a 
formal selection process. 

The role of prefect offers the chance to exercise responsibility, develop leadership qualities and, above all, show concern 
for other people. Other opportunities for taking responsibility exist within the Sixth Form, from working with younger 
pupils as Form Monitor to leading the School Council and running a variety of committees. Such experiences will prove 
very valuable for you later in life.

DRESS 
Girls in the Sixth Form do not wear uniform. Dress is informal but it is expected that you will take a pride in your 
appearance and dress appropriately for a serious day’s work. Clear guidelines are given in the Sixth Form Handbook, 
which is handed out at the start of Autumn Term, and your parents are asked to sign their agreement to ensure high 
standards.
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Curriculum 2009/11
St. Helen’s offers two academic pathways in the Sixth Form:

A Level
The A level is split into two parts.  The AS (Advanced Subsidiary) is studied in Year 12 and examinations are taken in 
the Summer Term.  The standard of AS lies somewhere between GCSE and the old A level.  The second part, the A2, is 
followed in Year 13 and examined in the final term.  The A2 is a more demanding course which leads to the awarding 
of a full A level grade.

New AS/A level courses were introduced with the first examination in Summer 2009.  All A-level courses are modular 
in structure, with each of the new courses having 4 units.  Units 1 and 2 are examined at AS level and Units 2 and 3 at 
A2.  The AS accounts for 50% of the full A level with marks being carried forward. 

From August 2010 A level candidates will be awarded grades A* - E. 

OR

The International Baccalaureate
The IB is based on 6 curriculum groups.

At St. Helen’s these groups will comprise:-

1)	 Language A - English

2)	 Language B - French, German, Spanish and Classical Languages (Latin)  with beginners’ courses 		
in Italian, Japanese, Spanish and German

3)	 Individuals & Societies - History, Geography, Economics, Political Thought, Psychology or Philosophy

4)	 Experimental Sciences -Biology, Chemistry, Physics, or Design and Technology

5)	 Mathematics - Mathematics Higher and Standard Level courses

6)	 Electives - Visual Arts, Theatre Arts, Music OR a second subject from groups 2, 3 or 4

All IB students also undertake a course in Theory of Knowledge (TOK).   Involvement in the Creativity, Action, Service 
forms part of the course, as does completion of an extended essay.

To be eligible for the award of the Diploma candidates are required to offer one subject from each of the groups.  Three 
of the six subjects are taken at the Higher Level and three at Standard Level.  Each subject is graded on a scale of 1 
(minimum) to 7 (maximum).  The maximum points score for the Diploma is 45, the additional 3 bonus points being 
awarded for Theory of Knowledge, Creativity, Action, Service and the Extended Essay.
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Year 12

Year 13

If the A level route is chosen, the student will usually opt to study four AS subjects in Year 12.  In Year 13, they will then 
continue with three or four subjects at A2.

The Theory of Knowledge (ToK) course explores the assumptions and values on which the various subject disciplines 
are based, and considers the implications and limitations in our acquisition of knowledge.  Students are encouraged to 
reflect critically on the nature and validity of claims to ‘truth’.  The course is assessed by means of an essay on a title 
from a prescribed list, marked externally, and an oral presentation, marked internally.

Creativity, Action, and Service

In addition to their academic studies, IB Diploma students complete a minimum of fifty hours each of Creativity, Action, 
and Service activities during the two-year course.

The Extended Essay is a substantial piece of independent research work (4000 words) written on a topic chosen by 
the student from a wide range of subject areas under the supervision of a teacher.  

Choosing the most appropriate programme

In January 2010 girls currently at St. Helen’s will take their GCSE Mock Examinations.  Following this, they will have 
discussions and interviews with Heads of Department and subject staff, about their options.  Information from these 
meetings will enable them to make an informed choice about whether to opt for A levels or the IB and which subjects 
to study.  They will then be given a form setting out all the options very clearly.  They will be required to indicate which 
subjects they wish to study in the Sixth Form.

A typical programme for A level may look like this:

+AS
Subject 2

AS
Subject 1

AS
Subject 3

AS
Subject 4

Enhancement
Curriculum

Further
Mathematics

OR

+ Physical 
Education

+A2
Subject 2

A2
Subject 3

A2
Subject 1

Physical Education
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Examinations

A Level

To ensure that students are fully prepared for public examinations, there will be, for A level students, formal end of 
module tests at appropriate times in the academic year.  The results of mock modules set for A2 will be sent home in 
the Spring Term of Year 13.

Should students need to resit an AS examination, this will have to be done in either the January or June of Year 13.  
Each case will be looked at individually in the light of overall workload and commitments.

AS and A2 examinations take place from late May and throughout June.  The results of both are published in August 
each year.

IB

Emphasis is placed, throughout the IB, on independent study and internal assessment and coursework.  Internally 
assessed presentations form an important part of the assessment.  There are school examinations towards the end of 
Year 12.  All IB subjects are examined externally at the end of Year 13.

IB examinations are earlier than A level; they take place during May of Year 13 and results are published on 5th July 
each year.

A typical programme for IB will be made up in this way:

Year 12 & 13 Group 2
Languages

Group 3
Individuals
& Society

Group 4
Science &

Technology

Group 1
English

+ Physical Education+ TOK CAS
Group 5

Mathematics
Group 6
Arts & 

Electives

Extended
Essay+ +
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Enhancement Programme
Our aim is to provide a suitable breadth and choice of studies for all students.  Our enhancement programme is currently 
under review.

All girls in the Sixth Form also follow a course of:

Physical Education
This is a compulsory part of a balanced curriculum which aims to encourage  girls to adopt a healthy lifestyle.  Sixth 
Formers follow a programme of Physical Education.

A wide choice of activities which develop and extend skills and knowledge is on offer.  There is also the opportunity 
to try a new sport for the first time.  Activities range from swimming, trampolining, tennis, use of the fitness suite, 
netball, volleyball, squash, badminton, lacrosse, aerobics, to golf and self-defence.  Year 12 girls may also choose to 
do the Community Sports Leader Award (CSLA) which is very worthwhile and rewarding, and a nationally recognised 
course.  For IB students, CSLA may be accredited towards their Diploma.

In addition, there are opportunities for girls to participate in teams: lacrosse, swimming, tennis, badminton, rounders, 
athletics and netball.
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Route 1
 A Level Subjects on offer

Art
(EDEXCEL)

The main purpose of any course in art, craft and design is to develop your ability to appreciate the visual world, respond 
in a personal and creative way and perhaps even contribute for the benefit of everyone.

You should have an understanding of the basic elements of art - colour, tone, form, etc., and also some understanding 
of the place of art, craft and design in the world - its history and its purpose. Above all, you should have an interest in 
creating and understanding art, and the determination to develop that interest.

The best foundation for success in AS and A Level Art is a good grade at GCSE.  However, this is not an absolute 
requirement. If you have an aptitude for the subject, if you are creative or ‘good at drawing’, you may have the basic 
skills to succeed. AS/ A Level Art is not an easy option and you should be prepared to work hard at developing your 
abilities.  If you have not undertaken Art at GCSE you will need to provide examples of drawing or other creative ability 
so that the Head of Art can judge your suitability for the course.

The skills you develop will be varied. Among them, you will need a working knowledge of materials, practices and 
technology within art, the skills to interpret and convey your ideas and feelings using art, craft and design. You will use 
your imaginative and creative powers and your experimental, analytical and documenting skills. You will also develop 
a specialist vocabulary and the knowledge and understanding of the place of art, craft and design in history and in 
contemporary society and cultures.

The skills you acquire will be determined to some extent by the area of study you choose.  However, whether you see 
yourself as a painter or a graphic designer, the same basic rules and skills apply.

This course is suitable for:

•	 Students who wish to undertake further studies in art, craft and design after leaving school, and might attend a 
Foundation Course or Degree Course at University.

•	 Students who are looking to take up careers for which an art background is relevant. These might include advertising, 
publishing, architecture, museums, theatre or art gallery work.

•	 Students who have an interest in and an aptitude for the subject, but who do not intend to take the subject beyond 
AS or A Level.

8AD01 Advanced Subsidiary (AS) Art, Craft & Design -This is the first half of the A2 course

The AS Level is made up of two units. Unit 1 is coursework.  Unit 2 includes an 8-hour period of unaided work completed 
under examination conditions.

9AD01 Advanced Level (A2) Art, Craft & Design -The full A Level qualification is made up of the two AS units plus 
two more units studied at a higher level.

Unit 3 is the coursework unit based on your own choice of subject.

Unit 4 includes a 12-hour period of unaided work completed under examination conditions.
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History of Art 
NICCEA

If you enjoy travelling, discussing, forming your own opinions about art, architecture and design, the AS and A2 History 
of Art courses provide both a stimulating and challenging study.

Courses at universities including Oxford, Cambridge, London, Birmingham, St Andrews and Edinburgh not only develop 
further interest in the History of Art, but also use the analytical and interpretative skills that are transferable to many 
other fields and directly to Archaeology, Auction Houses and Art Galleries. 

AS Module 1: Art 

Part A: Early Renaissance Italian Art
Students will study the work of Duccio, Giotto, Ghiberti, Donatello Fra Angelico, Uccello, Masaccio, Piero della Francesca, 
Mantegna, Verrocchio and Bottichelli.  The technical and aesthetic developments will be studied as will the Classical 
influence and the rise of Humanism that took place in the fifteenth century.

Part B: Painting 1880 - 1945
In this section students will study the Expressionist work of the first half of the 20th century.  Fauvism, Cubism, Futurism, 
Die Brucke and Der Blaue Reiter will be studied along with a few other independent Expressionists.

AS Module 2: Architecture, Craft and Design

Part A: Greek Architecture
This section looks at the Greek temples, their religious and sociological functions and their development up to and 
including the Hellenistic era.  The theatres and town planning of Ancient Greece are also studied.    The Classical orders 
are an important part of this study as are the materials and methods used. 

Part B: Three-dimensional craft and design 1850 - 1918
This section will commence with the Great Exhibition of 1851 followed by the Arts and Craft Movement led by William 
Morris’ reaction to industrialisation.  The elegant, but functional furniture of the Shakers will be examined as will the 
fluid lines of Art Nouveau.

A2 Module 1: Selected Art

Part A: High Renaissance and Mannerist Italian Art
High Renaissance painting and sculpture is studied within a period of philosophical, religious and scientific questioning.  
This is followed by the Mannerist style that took place in what was a traumatic time for Italy.

Part B: Painting 1945-1970
In this section the work of the American Abstract Expressionists will be studied in a climate of the Great Depression and 
the Cold War period. In contrast, artists of the Pop era with their reaction to post-war austerity and consumerism.

A2 Module 2: Architecture, craft and design

Part A: Roman Architecture
The Greek and Etruscan influences on religious and civic building will be studied taking into account the materials and 
methods.  The different types of Roman housing will also be addressed.

Part B: Textiles and Fashion 1945 - present.
The textiles of Issey Miyake and Zandra Rhodes will be studied as will the rise of Haute couture featuring designers 
including Vivienne Westwood and Christian Dior. Ready to wear is also considered in the work of, among others, Giorgio 
Armani and Mary Quant.

The student should be prepared to spend the first few months grappling with some fresh concepts as she learns to 
approach art from an historical and analytical angle. However, once these new ideas are absorbed, they will serve to 
enrich her enjoyment of art.  The specification assumes no previous knowledge of the History of Art and is suitable for 
the diverse range of candidates who wish to develop their interest and enjoyment in the study of Art History, fostering 
its value in lifelong learning. 
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Business Studies
(Edexcel - 9BSO1)

What will I learn on this Advanced Level course?

The specification aims to encourage students to achieve:-

•	 a critical understanding of organisations and markets and the process of adding value;

•	 awareness that business behaviour can be studied from the perspectives of a range of stakeholders;
	 e.g. Customer, manager, owner/shareholder, creditor and employee

•	 an understanding of the economic, environmental, ethical, government, legal, social and technological issues 
associated with business activity; as well as the international business environment.

•	 a range of skills including business decision-making and problem-solving and the quantification and management 
of information.

What examinations will I have to take to get my qualification?

The two-year Advanced Level qualification comprises 4 units.  The first two form the AS course and cover Business in 
various contexts, Developing New Business Ideas (starting a business), and Managing the Business (managing a medium 
sized business).  The second two units take a more integrated approach involving International Business and Making 
Business Decisions.

The examination comprises a mix of assessment methodologies, e.g. structural questions, unseen and pre-seen case 
studies.

It is essential to read newspapers and periodicals to develop awareness of real business issues.  Pupils will be given 
ample opportunity to supplement class activities, e.g. lectures, participation in Young Enterprise, computer simulations, 
videos.

What could I go on to do at the end of my course?

•	 Business Studies is a foundation subject for many university degrees and combines well with many Advanced Level 
subjects such as Geography, Statistics, Design & Technology.

•	 Students with AS or Advanced Level Business Studies will learn and use a variety of transferable skills which are in 
great demand and are recognised by employers and universities as being of great value.

•	 Business Studies will appeal to students who wish to pursue a career in a business related profession such as 
Accountancy/Management.

Students who wish to simply enjoy a subject that will affect their own everyday life and want to keep their 
options open will find Business Studies rewarding.
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Classical Civilisation
(OCR: AS / A2)

Classical Civilisation involves the study of the culture and literature of classical Greece and Rome.  
The course provides an interesting and satisfying insight into two of the greatest and most 
influential civilisations of the ancient world, from the role of women in 5th century Athens and 
1st century Rome, to the majestic tragedies of the Greek playwright Sophocles and the grand 
epic poetry of Virgil.

No previous qualification in this subject is required for the AS/A2 course.

The course will enable students to:
develop an interest in, and enthusiasm for, the classical world;•	
acquire an extensive knowledge of selected aspects of Greek and Roman civilisation;•	
develop awareness of the similarities and differences between the Classical world and later times;•	
acquire a sensitivity to past societies whose spiritual, cultural and moral values and priorities often 		 •	
contrast with those of contemporary society;
apply critical and evaluative skills at an appropriate level to evidence of different kinds from the 		 •	
ancient sources being studied.

In addition, at Advanced Level the course aims to:

equip students to progress to Higher Education courses in Classical Civilisation, or directly into 		 •	
employment.

Lessons are lively and stimulating.  Many different teaching and learning methods are used: media, presentations, 
information technology, including the internet, and creative work.

Classical Civilisation combines well with other arts subjects, especially English, Art, Theatre Studies, Politics, Religious 
Studies and History.  It is a popular subject at university, enabling graduates to access wide range of careers.  Many 
graduates in Classical Civilisation follow careers in business, banking, advertising and the media.

Assessment

AS candidates sit two papers, each lasting 1 hour 30 minutes.  Each paper is worth 50% of the total mark for the AS 
qualification.

Candidates at A2 sit a further two papers, each worth 25% of the total A level mark.

Typical units at AS level:

	 1.	 Homer’s Odyssey and Society

	 2.	 Greek Tragedy in its Context

	 3.	 Roman Society and Thought

Typical units at A2 level:

	 1.	 Art and Architecture in the Greek world

	 2.	 Roman Epic and the age of Augustus

	 3.	 Comic Drama in the Ancient World
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Design & Technology
Product Design (OCR)

Advanced Level Design and Technology invites students to investigate design problems and situations.  This is carried out 
using investigation, research, designing, and modelling techniques.  Most lessons place great emphasis on communication, 
with students taking a leading role in decision making within the design process.

Year 1 AS

F521:  Advanced Innovation Challenge.  Candidates take part in a timed design challenge based on a pre-released theme, 
under examination conditions.  It is a design challenge assessing the candidates’ ability to design and model a product 
and then reflect on their design concept.  The challenge consists of a workbook, a modelling exercise and a written 
paper.  The challenge is held in the centre and is marked externally by OCR. Marks will be awarded for innovation and 
originality.

F522: The product study. Candidates should carry out an in-depth product analysis, development, modelling and testing 
resulting in suggestions for improvements.  It is not envisaged that this task will involve the complete redesign of an 
existing product, but rather identify opportunities for its further development or enhancement.  This is a coursework 
component that is marked by the teacher, internally standardised within the centre and externally moderated by 
OCR.

Year 2 A2

F523: Design, make and evaluate.  Candidates are required to produce a portfolio and product that fully demonstrates 
their design, making and evaluation skills using creativity, flair and innovation.  It will include designing, making and 
evaluating a product, a marketing presentation, and a review and reflection.  The project is marked by the teacher, 
internally standardised within the centre and externally moderated by OCR.

F524: Product Design.  This is a written paper that consists of two components.  Candidates are able to select questions 
across the focus material areas.

	 •	 Component One consists of 8 questions. Each question will follow a common format 	 	
		  based on the core content and related materials knowledge.

	 •	 Component Two assesses the abilities of a candidate to respond to a given situation using 	
		  their experiences and knowledge in designing and making.

Career options are as varied as the subject itself, ranging from a variety of engineering, manufacturing and design 
courses (both 3-D and 2-D), to architecture, fashion and teaching.  The list is endless as it is recognised that the design 
process is a core life skill.

We believe that anyone attempting to do Design and Technology AS and A2 examinations should have either a history 
of performance in the subject area or a desire to do it based on their career aspirations.

No student will be excluded because of a lack of knowledge or experience as we have achieved A-grades with all types 
of students with a variety of subject profiles.

It is the core desire of students that holds the key to their success.
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	 Drama and Theatre Studies
(EDEXCEL 6341)

This course emphasises the practical, intellectual and artistic nature of Drama and Theatre Studies.  The programme is 
primarily practical which leads to an understanding of plays in performance supported by written coursework.

The AS course in Drama and Theatre Studies consists of two units:

Unit one - Students will explore two contrasting play texts in a practical and active way. Students are also required to 
experience a live theatre performance.

Unit Two - Students will perform either a monologue or duologue and will contribute to a performance of a professionally 
published play by a known writer.

The A2 course consists of two units:

Unit Three - Students will create a unique and original piece of theatre. They will be assessed on the research and 
development of their work as well as the final performance in front of an identified audience. They will also complete 
an evaluation of both the process and performance of their work.

Unit Four - This externally assessed unit is a 2 hour and 30 minute written paper in three sections. Sections A and B 
require students to explore a play from the point of view of a director in both an academic and practical way. In section 
C a live performance of a play must be experienced and evaluated and a comparison made with the original staging 
conditions from an historic period.

The aims of both the AS and the A2 programmes of study are:

•	 To promote an enjoyment of and an interest in drama and theatre both as a participant and as an informed member 
of an audience.

•	 To extend the skills, knowledge and understanding needed to communicate through drama and theatre, encouraging 
life-long learning and providing access to drama, theatre and related careers.

•	 To encourage the appreciation of the significance of social, cultural and historical influences on theatre practice 
both past and present.

Students could go on to study drama, all media jobs, law conversion, particularly the bar, P.R., education, performance, 
writing, directing, technical roles.




